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14 May 2017 
 
 

Rounds 7 & 8 – 4 Hours of Monza – 12 / 14 May 2017 
RACE 2 REPORT 

 
Comini wins after a close but fair fight with Colciago 

Only eighteen points cover the top three in the standings  
 
Stefano Comini won his second race of the year in a breathtaking Race 2 at Monza. The 
reigning double champion of TCR International clinched the win in his Comtoyou Racing 
Audi RS3 LMS at the end of a thrilling battle. Comini made a great start, managing to take 
the lead on the first lap, but could never build a substantial gap. In the final part of the race 
he had to defend himself from the attacks of Roberto Colciago. The winner of yesterday’s 
Race 1, at the wheel of the M1RA Honda Civic, made a stunning charge through the field, 
climbing from ninth on the grid up to P2. He even managed to pass Comini on the 
penultimate lap, but the Swiss responded immediately afterwards and then was able to 
defend P1 until the chequered flag. With the first 11 cars finishing within 4 seconds, it was 
a typical, exciting and close Touring Car race at Monza, with plenty of action and duels. 
Frédéric Vervisch took third with the second Audi RS3 LMS, completing the excellent day 
for Comtoyou Racing, preceding the Lukoil Craft-Bamboo SEAT León of James Nash and 
the Leopard Racing Team WRT Volkswagen Golf GTI of Jean-Karl Vernay.  
The Frenchman still leads the standings with 113 points, but Colciago and Comini are now 
only 16 and 18 points behind respectively. The title fight is just starting to heat up!  
The series will resume in Austria, at the Salzburgring, on June 10 / 11 for rounds 9 and 10. 
  
Key facts 
Grid – The engine on Van Lagen’s car was changed after Race 1, which demoted the 
Dutchman to the back of the grid  
Start – Comini makes an excellent start from row 2, overtaking Valente, who comes off the 
worst in a first chicane incident with Vernay and Oriola; Tassi is also pushed into a spin 
and collects Borković, who retires  
Lap 1 – Comini leads from Nash, Vernay, Oriola, Homola, Colciago and Vervisch  
Lap 2 – Homola and Oriola fight for fourth  
Lap 3 – Vervisch and Colciago move up to fifth and sixth overtaking Homola; Colciago 
overtakes Vervisch for fifth 
Lap 4 – Colciago passes Oriola for fourth  
Lap 5 – Vervisch passes Oriola for fifth 
Lap 6 – Colciago passes Vernay for third at Lesmo 1; Comini manages to build a small 
margin  
Lap 7 – Vervisch and Vernay are fighting for fourth; the Belgian passes at La Roggia, 
while Homola passes Oriola for sixth at the same spot; Colciago takes second from Nash; 
Kajaia takes seventh from Oriola 
Lap 8 – Tassi passes van Lagen for 11th; there is a contact at the braking point of the first 
chicane, Morbidelli spins and Altoè cuts straight; Paulsen pits with a steering wheel issue 
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Lap 9 – Colciago completely cuts Comini’s advantage and sticks to the Audi’s rear bumper 
Lap 10 – The first seven cars are covered by 1.5 seconds; Colciago takes the lead by 
passing Comini from the outside at the first chicane, with Vervisch doing the same with 
Nash for third; at the braking for La Roggia, Comini retakes the lead  
Lap 11 – Vernay cuts the first chicane but retakes his previous position; Colciago makes a 
last attempt at the braking point before the Parabolica, but Comini keeps the inside line 
and wins by 0.170 second. Third is Vervisch, ahead of Nash, Vernay, Homola, Kajaia, 
Oriola, Tassi and Ficza, with Van Lagen 11th; all those within 4 seconds! 
 
 

Colciago gets grid penalty for the next race 
 
Roberto Colciago will be dropped five places on the starting grid for the first race at the 
Salzburgring. 
The Stewards deemed that the Italian driver caused an incident on lap four of today’s 
Race 2 at Monza. In the collision Frédéric Vervisch was pushed into the back of Mat’o 
Homola’s car and then straight-cut the Ascari chicane.   
No further action were taken after the other investigation on the first lap incident at the first 
chicane that involved Jean-Karl Vernay, Pepe Oriola and Vervisch. 
 
 

Quotes from Race 2 podium finishers 
 
Stefano Comini (1st): “Yesterday was really a bad day for me; Valente hit me and 
accelerated to make me spin, but today was great. It was a funny first lap but I knew with 
the Success Ballast I had to get into the lead as soon as possible. It was difficult to keep 
the position, but it was fun. The solution to the brake problem was to get into the lead, so 
more cool air goes into the brakes. Yesterday was really dangerous, and in the last three 
laps today I had to use all my strength to brake because the car wasn’t slowing down.” 
 
Roberto Colciago (2nd): “I was impressed with Stefano today because he was really fast; I 
was in the slipstream but I couldn’t stay with him. My Honda was perfect in every single 
corner and this was the maximum I could do today. I don’t even want to think about Spa, 
which is the worst circuit to have ballast, and it’s why I was so impressed by Stefano 
today. He doesn’t live very far from me, so both of us wanted to win in Monza this 
weekend – it’s very special to win here. I tried my best to overtake him but it was 
impossible.” 
 
Frédéric Vervisch (3rd): “Congratulations to Stefano, who did an amazing job, and I think 
the job from the whole team was really great. We’ve had the pace from the beginning and 
it was disappointing in Spa that I didn’t have the pace in the race. Yesterday was a bit 
‘stock car’ but I’m very happy today and the next step is to go for victory. Apart from the 
result, all the races have been great fun; the category is like karting! I still have to get used 
to it but the Audi is a great car and so I hope the next time I will be where my mate is.” 
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2017 TCR International Series – calendar 
 
2 April – Rustavi International Motorpark, Georgia 
16 April – Bahrain International Circuit (F1 event) 
6 May – Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium (WEC event) 
14 May – Autodromo di Monza, Italy (ELMS event) 
11 June – Salzburgring, Austria 
2 July – Hungaroring, Hungary  
9 July – Motorsport Arena Oschersleben, Germany (with ADAC TCR Germany) 
3 September – Chang International Circuit, Buriram (with TCR Thailand) 
8 October – Zhejiang International Circuit, China (with TCR Asia & TCR China) 
26 November – Yas Marina Circuit, Abu Dhabi (F1 event) 
 



Final Classification

4 Hours of Monza
TCR International Series

Race 2 (11 laps, 63,7 km.)

Best Lap
Drivers VehicleTeam Class Laps Lap Time KphGap KphTotal TimeNat

1 Stefano COMINI Audi RS 3 LMS TCRComtoyou Racing 11 22:14.501 - 171.9 11 2:00.274 173.41 CHE

5 Roberto COLCIAGO Honda Civic Type-R TCRM1RA Motorsport 11 22:14.671 +0.170 171.9 4 2:00.240 173.42 ITA

6 Frédéric VERVISCH Audi RS 3 LMS TCRComtoyou Racing 11 22:15.774 +1.273 171.7 4 2:00.285 173.43 BEL

54 James NASH SEAT León TCRCraft-Bamboo Racing 11 22:16.298 +1.797 171.7 8 2:00.458 173.14 GBR

2 Jean-Karl VERNAY Volkswagen Golf GTi TCRLeopard Racing Team WRT 11 22:16.553 +2.052 171.6 9 2:00.360 173.35 FRA

70 Mat'o HOMOLA Opel Astra TCRDG Sport Compétition 11 22:16.741 +2.240 171.6 5 2:00.595 172.96 SVK

16 Davit KAJAIA Alfa Romeo Giulietta TCRNCLE Sport Club Mia-Force 11 22:16.870 +2.369 171.6 8 2:00.078 173.77 GEO

74 Pepe ORIOLA SEAT León TCRCraft-Bamboo Racing 11 22:17.290 +2.789 171.5 9 2:00.281 173.48 ESP

9 Attila TASSI Honda Civic Type-R TCRM1RA Motorsport 11 22:17.862 +3.361 171.5 5 1:59.958 173.99 HUN

55 Ferenc FICZA SEAT León TCRTeam Zele-Racing 11 22:18.255 +3.754 171.4 6 2:00.353 173.310 HUN

14 Jaap VAN LAGEN Volkswagen Golf GTi TCRLeopard Racing Team WRT 11 22:18.502 +4.001 171.4 10 2:00.151 173.611 NLD

21 Giacomo ALTOÈ Volkswagen Golf GTi TCRWest Coast Racing 11 22:23.563 +9.062 170.7 5 2:00.859 172.612 ITA

11 Jens Reno MØLLER Honda Civic Type-R TCRReno Racing 11 22:30.011 +15.510 169.9 9 2:00.589 172.913 DNK

23 Pierre-Yves CORTHALS Opel Astra TCRDG Sport Compétition 11 22:31.205 +16.704 169.8 7 2:01.384 171.814 BEL

76 Daniele CAPPELLARI SEAT León TCR DSGDaniele Cappellari 11 23:11.733 +57.232 164.8 4 2:05.196 166.615 ITA

10 Gianni MORBIDELLI Volkswagen Golf GTi TCRWest Coast Racing 9 19:18.503 2 Laps 162.0 3 2:00.650 172.916 ITA

   Not classified:

34 Stian PAULSEN SEAT León TCRStian Paulsen Racing 6 13:05.893 2 2:02.036 170.9NOR

7 Hugo VALENTE SEAT León TCRCraft-Bamboo Racing 1 2:48.422FRA

62 Dusan BORKOVIC Alfa Romeo Giulietta TCRGE-Force 1 3:40.600SRB

Pole Position

1:59.958Lap 5 173.9 KphAttila TASSIFastest Lap

H. VALENTE 2:00.037 173.7 Kph

Timekeeper:Stewards:

DRYPublished at: ........................................ Track Status:
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Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2

1 Jean-Karl Vernay (FRA) 2 8 15 0 15 12 2 12 25 0 12 10 113

2 Roberto Colciago (ITA) 1 12 0 2 25 10 0 0 0 4 25 18 97

3 Stefano Comini (SUI) 0 15 0 0 4 2 5 25 15 0 4 25 95

3 Attila Tassi (HUN) 4 10 18 0 0 4 0 15 2 3 18 2 76

5 Pepe Oriola (ESP) 0 6 25 0 8 6 0 2 0 0 15 4 66

6 Dušan Borković (SRB) 0 2 12 0 12 25 0 0 0 0 2 0 53

7 Davit Kajaia (GEO) 5 25 8 1 0 0 0 0 6 2 0 6 53

8 Frédéric Vervisch (BEL) - - - - - - 4 10 8 5 10 15 52

9 James Nash (GBR) 0 0 10 0 6 18 0 0 4 0 0 12 50

10 Hugo Valente (FRA) 0 0 2 3 18 15 0 0 0 0 8 0 46

11 Benjamin Lessennes (BEL) - - - - - - 3 18 10 - - - 31

12 Ferenc Ficza (HUN) 3 18 0 0 0 8 0 0 0 0 1 1 31

13 Rob Huff (GBR) - - - - - - 1 8 18 - - - 27

14 Mat'o Homola (SVK) 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 1 6 8 20

15 Pierre-Yves Corthals (BEL) 0 0 4 4 10 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 19

16 Edouard Mondron (BEL) - - - - - - 0 6 12 - - - 18

17 Gianni Morbidelli (ITA) 0 1 6 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 10

18 Giacomo Altoè (ITA) 0 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 7

19 Tom Coronel (NED) - - - - - - 0 4 0 - - - 4

Duncan Ende (USA) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 - - - 0

Michela Cerruti (ITA) - - - 0 0 0 - - - - - - 0

Shota Abkhazava (GEO) 0 0 0 - - - - - - - - - 0

Guillaume Mondron (BEL) - - - - - - 0 0 0 - - - 0

Maxime Potty (BEL) - - - - - - 0 0 0 - - - 0

Stian Paulsen (NOR) - - - - - - 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Jens Reno Møller (DEN) - - - - - - 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Jaap van Lagen (NED) - - - - - - - - - 0 0 0 0

Daniele Cappellari (ITA) - - - - - - - - - 0 0 0 0
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2017 TCR INTERNATIONAL SERIES - DRIVERS' CLASSIFICATION
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Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2

1 M1RA 5 22 18 2 25 16 0 15 2 7 43 20 175

2 Comtoyou Racing 0 15 0 0 6 4 9 35 23 5 14 40 151

3 Lukoil Craft-Bamboo Racing 0 6 35 3 26 33 0 2 4 0 23 16 148

4 Leopard Racing Team WRT 2 8 15 0 15 12 3 20 43 0 12 10 140

5 GE-Force 5 27 20 1 12 25 0 0 6 2 2 6 106

6 DG Sport Compétition 0 0 4 9 10 1 0 1 0 1 6 8 40

7 Boutsen Ginion Racing Racing - - - - - - 3 24 10 - - - 37

8 Zele Racing 3 18 0 0 1 8 - - - 0 1 1 32

9 WestCoast Racing 0 5 8 0 6 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 22

10 Delahaye Racing - - - - - - 0 6 12 - - - 18

11 Icarus Motorsports 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 - - - 1

Michaël Mazuin Sport - - - - - - 0 0 0 - - - 0

Zengő Motorsport - - - - - - 0 0 0 - - - 0

Reno Racing - - - - - - 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Stian Paulsen Racing - - - - - - 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

CRC Cappellari Reparto Corse - - - - - - - - - 0 0 0 0

Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2

1 Honda Civic 5 22 20 2 27 18 3 33 16 7 43 20 216

2 SEAT León 3 24 35 3 26 33 0 8 7 0 23 16 178

3 Volkswagen Golf GTi 2 12 21 0 19 16 3 20 43 0 13 11 160

4 Audi RS 3 LMS 0 15 0 0 6 6 9 35 25 5 14 40 155

5 Alfa Romeo Giulietta 5 27 20 1 12 26 0 1 10 2 2 6 112

6 Opel Astra 0 1 4 9 11 2 0 4 0 1 6 8 46

KIA cee'd - - - - - - - - - - - - 0

                    

2017 TCR INTERNATIONAL SERIES - TEAMS' CLASSIFICATION
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2017 TCR INTERNATIONAL SERIES - CAR MODEL OF THE YEAR
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