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Rounds 5 & 6 — WEC 6 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps — 4 / 6 May 2017
RACE 2 REPORT

Vernay and Huff make a 1-2 finish for Leopard Racing

Jean-Karl Vernay confirmed his special relationship with Spa-Francorchamps by taking a
superb win in Race 2 on the Belgian track, where last year he had obtained his maiden
TCR victory. The Frenchman took the lead with authority in lap 5, passing Edouard
Mondron and Rob Huff in one move, and pulled away.

The success allowed him to further reinforce his lead in the championship standings. By
finishing second, Rob Huff took a podium finish in his first appearance as a full-time
competitor in the series and completed the triumphant day for the Volkswagen Golf cars of
Leopard Racing, in what can be deemed as a home win, the team being based in nearby
Luxembourg and assisted technically by Belgium’'s Team WRT.

One year ago the team’s Golf cars had dominated the second race as well, placing Vernay
and Stefano Comini first and second.

This time Comini took a valuable third place in the Comtoyou Racing Audi RS3 LMS that —
together with yesterday’s victory in Race 1 — promoted him to second in the standings,
though 25 points behind his former teammate.

Once again the TCR International Series competitors delivered a very lively race, with
many exciting battles. A trio of Belgian drivers took the positions from 4™ to 6™: Edouard
Mondron (Delahaye Racing Volkswagen Golf), Benjamin Lessennes (Boutsen Ginion
Honda Civic) and Frédéric Vervisch (Comtoyou Audi RS3 LMS) finished in the order.

Davit Kajaia, with the GE-Force Alfa Romeo Giulietta, took 7" place after an entertaining
fight with James Nash (Lukoil Craft Bamboo SEAT Le6n) and Attila Tassi (M1RA Honda
Civic).

It was a weekend to forget for the two race winners of the previous weekend ion Bahrain.
Both, Roberto Colciago (M1RA Honda Civic) and DuSan Bokovi¢ (GE-Force Alfa Romeo
Giulietta) struggled to be on the pace, their cars laden by 30 kilos of success ballast.

Nash was the best of the SEAT drivers in 8", while his teammate Pepe Oriola saw his
hopes swept away in the incident caused by Tom Coronel at the start. As for the two Opel
Astra cars of DG Sport Compétition, they were both stopped by a loss of power while
Pierre-Yves Corthals and Mat'o Homola were lying 10" and 11" respectively.

The International Series will resume in a few days at Monza for rounds 7 and 8 on May 13
and 14.

Key facts

Start — Potty and E. Mondron start well, but Coronel punts Oriola before La Source, the
Spaniard spins and collects the pole sitter Potty; at the back of the field Mgller pushes
Valente into a spin, they are both out of the race and Coronel as well; Oriola’s car is
smoking and drops down

Lap 1 — E. Mondron leas from Huff; Lessennes and Vernay pass Tassi for third and fourth;
Paulsen stops along the track

www.tcr-series.com / www.tcr-series.tv




" TCR
PRESS RELEASE
Ry -

International Series

Lap 2 — Lessennes passes both E. Mondron and Huff at Les Combes but runs wide at the
chicane and drops to third again; Huff takes the lead and Comini overtakes Vervisch for
sixth

Lap 3 — Lessennes passes E. Mondron for second at the chicane; Morbidelli and Colciago
make contact

Lap 4 — Kajaia passes Vervisch at La Source for 7" Lessennes attacks Huff on the
outside at Les Combes, they clash and the young Belgian is forced out of the track and
rejoins in 5™ position

Lap 5 — Vervisch re-passes Kajaia; the latter make contact with Ficza who spins; at Les
Combes, Vernay attacks both Mondron and Huff and takes the lead; Corthals, who was
10", stops in the pits

Lap 6 — Homola and Oriola stop in the pits as well; Vernay pulls away and builds a 1-
second leading margin on Huff

Lap 7 — Comini passes E. Mondron for third; there is big battle for 7" between Tassi,
Kajaia and Nash

Lap 8 — Lessennes puts a lot of pressure on E. Mondron but without success

Lap 9 — Vernay wins from Huff and Comini, E. Mondron, Lessennes and Vervish; in the
battle for 7" Tassi goes wide at the ‘double gauche’ and drops to 9" behind Kajaia and
Nash; Altoé overtakes Borkovi¢ for 10" at the last turn

Quotes from the Race 2 podium finishers

Jean-Karl Vernay (winner): “My start wasn’t that great, but the incident at first corner
compensated... In the first laps, | had a terrible understeer, | even thought that | had
punctured a tyre, but tried to stay calm and things improved progressively. When |
attacked Edouard Mondron for 2", | certainly did not plan to pass Rob as well, but | took
the lead and from then on, everything went smoothly. It's a very good result for the team,
who is doing a perfect job, and for the championship where we lead despite not having the
fastest car. It's my second win at Spa, but contrarily to many drivers, | am not a fan of this
track...”

Rob Huff (second): “At the start, | realized looking at the mirrors that Coronel was braking
too late and | tried to leave room and avoid trouble. | could pass Edouard Mondron to take
the lead but then | got under attack from Lessennes. He hit me on a wheel at Les Combes
and he went off track, but after that my steering was a little bit bent. When | saw Jean-Karl
coming back on Mondron and me, | braked a little bit earlier to let him more room and take
the lead, and the rest is history. It’s a very good weekend for the team and | am really
happy to be able to contribute its success.”

Stefano Comini (third): “A very good weekend for us, maybe even too good! | am saying
this because we are going to have some heavy success ballast at Monza, my home race,
next weekend. But | am not complaining. Today, | knew | had to push hard in the first laps
to get close to the top, but | got stuck behind my teammate who was making his race. | just
killed my tires trying to pass him and after that the front guys were too far away. This said,
it has been an excellent weekend for the Audi, Comtoyou Racing and myself, so | am very

happy.”
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2017 TCR International Series — calendar

2 April — Rustavi International Motorpark, Georgia

16 April — Bahrain International Circuit (F1 event)

6 May — Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium (WEC event)

14 May — Autodromo di Monza, ltaly (ELMS event)

11 June — Salzburgring, Austria

2 July — Hungaroring, Hungary

9 July — Motorsport Arena Oschersleben, Germany (with ADAC TCR Germany)
3 September — Chang International Circuit, Buriram (with TCR Thailand)

8 October — Zhejiang International Circuit, China (with TCR Asia & TCR China)
26 November — Yas Marina Circuit, Abu Dhabi (F1 event)
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TCR International Series
6 Hours of Spa-Francorchamps
Race 2 (9 laps, 63,0 km.)
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SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS 7.003,9 m, Flncl CIGSSlfl Cahon \ = ‘?:4‘-‘-—@{ ¢5 - 25.
Best Lap
Drivers Nat Team Vehicle Class Laps Total Time Gap Kph Lap Time Kph
1 2 Jean-Karl VERNAY FRA Leopard Racing Team WRT Volkswagen Golf Gti TCR 9 23:13.917 -162.8 4 2:32.822 165.0
2 3 Rob HUFF GBR Leopard Racing Team WRT Volkswagen Golf Gti TCR 9 23:14.637 +0.720 162.7 3 2:33.636 164.1
3 1 Stefano COMINI CHE Comtoyou Racing Audi RS 3 LMS TCR 9 23:16.242 +2.325 1625 3 2:32.593 165.2
4 25 Edouard MONDRON BEL Delahaye Racing Team Valkswagen Golf Gti TCR 9 23:17.805 +3.888 162.3 4 2:33.860 163.9
5 63 Benjamin LESSENNES BEL Boutsen Ginion Racing Henda Civic Type-R TCR 9 23:18.824 +4.907 162.2 3 2:33.256 164.5
6 & Frédéric VERVISCH BEL Comtoyou Racing Audi RS 3 LMS TCR 9 23:19.826 +5.909 162.1 3 2:33.573 164.2
7 16 Davit KAJAIA GEQ  GE-Force Alfa Remeo Giulietta TCR 9 23:25.707 +11.790 161.4 3 2:33.366 164.4
8 54 James NASH GBR  Lukoil Craft-Bamboo Racing SEAT Leén TCR 9 23:26.315 +12.398161.4 4 2:33.859 163.9
9 9 Attila TASSI HUN  MIRA Honda Civic Type-R TCR Y 23:27.033 +13.116 161.3 3 2:33.880 163.9
10 21 Giacomo ALTOE ITA West Coast Racing Volkswagen Golf Gti TCR 9 23:27.734 +13.817 161.2 6 2:34.153 163.6
11 62 Dusan BORKOVIC SRB GE-Force Alfa Romeo Giulietta TCR 9 23:27.751 +13.834 161.2 3 2:34.047 163.7
12 12 Guillaume MONDRON BEL Delahaye Racing Team SEAT Len TCR 9 23:30.511 +16.594 160.9 4 2:34.109 163.6
13 5 Roberte COLCIAGO ITA MIRA Henda Civic Type-R TCR 9 23:36.335 +22.418160.2 6 2:34.551 163.1
14 55 Ferenc FICZA HUN  Zengd Motorsport SEAT Leén TCR 2 23:36.762  +22.845160.2 3 2:33.430 164.3
15 10 Gianni MORBIDELLI ITA West Coast Racing Volkswagen Golf Gfi TCR 9 23:37.141 +23.224 160.1 6 2:34.799 162.9
16 52 Maxime POTTY BEL Michaél Mazuin Sport Volkswagen Golf GTi TCR 9 23:40.372 +26.455 159.8 4 2:35.172 162.5
17 18 Duncan ENDE USA lcarus Motorsports SEAT Leén TCR DSG 9 23:49.124  +35.207 158.8 3 2:35.415 162.2
wmm  Nof classified:
70 Mat'o HOMOLA SVK DG Sport Compétition Opel Astra TCR 5 13:08.617 4 2:33.418 164.3
23 Pierre-Yves CORTHALS BEL DG Sport Compéition Opsl Astra TCR 4 10:36.837 3 2:33.963 163.8
74 Pepe ORIOLA ESP Lukoil Craft-Bamboo Racing SEAT Ledn TCR 4 10:37.840 3 2:36.546 161.1
11 Jens Reno M@LLER DNK  Reno Racing Honda Civic Type-R TCR 2 5:46.588 2 2:52.820 145.9
64 Tom CORONEL NLD  Boutsen Ginion Racing Honda Civic Type-R TCR 1 3:05.832
7 Hugo VALENTE FRA Lukoil Craft-Bamboo Racing SEAT Le6n TCR
34 Stian PAULSEN NOR  Stian Paulsen Racing SEAT Leén TCR
Pole Position POTTY, Maxime 2:41.807
Fastest Lap |Lap 3 Stefano COMINI 2:32.593 165.2 Kph
Track Status: EHBLEAS
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2017 TCR INTERNATIONAL SERIES - DRIVERS' CLASSIFICATION

£ 2 g 3 5| @ 2
driver mg:w;gggﬁ§-§§2§£§>§355§$ﬁ°§5§§'6
° R F
Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R2 Q 2 R2
Jean-Karl Vernay (FRA) 281151 0 |15(12| 2 |12]|25
Stefano Comini (SUI) 0|15/ 0| 0| 4|2(|5(|25]|15
3 [Attila Tassi (HUN) 4110|180 04| O0]15] 2
4 |Dusan Borkovi¢ (SRB) 0l2(12]0]12|25( 0| 0] O
5 |Roberto Colciago (ITA) 11121 0] 2 |25(10( O 0
6 [Pepe Oriola (ESP) 0(6|25)0|8|6|0f2](0
7 [Davit Kajaia (GEO) 5(25|8|1|]0|JO0O|OfOfG®6
8 |Hugo Valente (FRA) ofof23]|18]15] 00| O
9 [James Nash (GBR) ofo|10]0|6 |18/ 00| 4
10 [Benjamin Lessennes (BEL) -1 -1-1-1-1-13][|18]10
Ferenc Ficza (HUN) 3|18({0|0)J0|8f(0f[0]0O0
Rob Huff (GBR) -l -f-1-1-1-11]8]18
Frédéric Vervisch (BEL) -l -1-1-1-1-(4]10] 8

Pierre-Yves Corthals (BEL) ofof44)|10)0]0(f1|0O

Edouard Mondron (BEL) -{-1-1-1-1-10(6]12
Gianni Morbidelli (ITA) of1]6]0]2|1|0f0foO
Giacomo Altoe (ITA) of4|1]Jo0]1]JOo|OfO]f1
Mat'o Homola (SVK) olofo|5]0|J]0f0O0f0]O
Tom Coronel (NED) -l -1-1-1-1-1of4a]o0
Duncan Ende (USA) olofojojo|JofoOof0O]oO
Michela Cerruti (ITA) -l -(-{0]JO0])O}|-|-
Shota Abkhazava (GEO) ofofof| - --|-1-1-+-

Guillaume Mondron (BEL) -l - - - -] -

Maxime Potty (BEL) - -0 - -

Stian Paulsen (NOR) -l -1 -1 - - -

o|lo| o | o
o|lo| o] o
o|lo| o] o

Jens Reno Mgller (DEN) -l -1 -1 - - -

o|l|o|lo|o|lo|o|]o ]| &>
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2017 TCR INTERNATIONAL SERIES - TEAMS' CLASSIFICATION

g c 5 = X
s 2 | 2z 518 =z 3|« 5| € = 2lg & 2|8 2 =2l 2 £|¢ gle 3 %
pos team € 4 F|9 g s[f F 5|2 5 5 5 < s|da 2 -~ g g oo |a é o8 ° =28 g 8 :é
& ]
Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2
1 |Leopard Racing Team WRT 2 151 0 | 15|12 3 |20 43 118
2 |Lukoil Craft-Bamboo Racing 0|6 |3|3]|26(33]0(2]4 109
3 [M1IRA 5122|118 2 |25|16| 0 | 15| 2 105
4 |GE-Force 5127|120 112|125 0| 0| 6 96
5 [Comtoyou Racing of|15] 00| 6|4]9(35]23 92
6 |[Boutsen Ginion RacingRacing | - | - | - | - | -| -] 3[24]10 37
7 |Zele Racing 3118101018 -|-]- 30
8 |DG Sport Compétition o|lo0|4)9]|10]1]0f1]O 25
9 |WestCoast Racing of5|8(0|6[2]0[0]1 22
10 [Delahaye Racing -l -1 -1-1-1-10[6]12 18
Icarus Motorsports ojo|j1|jofofofofofo 1
Michaél Mazuin Sport - - - -1 -1-10]10¢}0 0
Zengd Motorsport -{-1-1-1-1-1010]0 0
Reno Racing -{-1-1-1-1-1010]0 0
Stian Paulsen Racing -{-1-1-1-1-1010]0 0
TC R am-
T
International Series
2017 TCR INTERNATIONAL SERIES - CAR MODEL OF THE YEAR
% 2 > § > [=) g o} o E
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22 Bl g 2|8 3 f|t oz 3| g 3|8 5 3| 3|k s o:|lEo2 s|8 o3|z
pos car ¢ & ¢|8 2 5|5 o g|2 B 58 2 5|2 3 |2 & 8|la £ 8|8 8 2| 3 o B
o - a °|r o Slg T e |@ 2 g 1) £ o |N s 2 § E
& 8
Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2 Q R1 R2
1 [Honda Civic 5122|120 2 |27|18| 3 [ 33|16 146
2 |SEAT Leon 3124|135|13]|26|33|]0(|8(7 139
3 [Volkswagen Golf GTi 2 (1221 0 [|19]|16]| 3 |20]|43 136
4 |Alfa Romeo Giulietta 5127|120 112|126 0] 1|10 102
5 |Audi RS 3 LMS 0|15/ 0| 0|6 ]|6]|9(|35(25 96
6 [Opel Astra o149 |M1M|2]0f[4]O0 31
KIA cee'd -l - - - -] - - - 0






