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Rounds 1 & 2 — Rustavi International Motopark, Georgia—1 /2 April 2017
QUALIFYING REPORT

Georgia’s hero Davit Kajaia claims pole position
in the Romeo Ferraris-built the Alfa Romeo Giulietta

Davit Kajaia claimed his and the Romeo Ferraris-built Alfa Romeo Giulietta’s first pole
position in the TCR International Series with an impressive performance in Q2 at Rustavi.
The local hero posted a lap time of 1:40.693, to the joy of Georgia’s motorsport fans who
are expected to flock to the track tomorrow to cheer for him.

Earlier today, Kajaia proved to be among the fastest drivers, fighting with Hungarian
youngsters Attila Tassi and Ferenc Ficza for the top positions in the two Practice sessions.
In Qualifying he made a flawless job, advancing beyond Q1 with the third fastest lap
behind the pair of M1RA Honda Civic cars of Roberto Colciago and Tassi. Then, Kajaia
annihilated the field in Q2, being the only driver to complete a lap under 1:41.00

Tassi and Ficza qualified in second and third, with Jean-Karl Vernay fourth in the Leopard
Racing Volkswagen Golf GTi. Colciago will share the third row of the grid for Race 1 with
reigning champion Stefano Comini, who was sixth in the Comtoyou Racing Audi RS 3
LMS.

Eventually, five different brands of car manufacturer were represented in the top six
positions.

Giacomo Altoé qualified his WestCoast Racing Volkswagen Golf GTi in tenth position and
so will start Race 2 from pole thanks to the reverse grid, with Pepe Oriola (Lukoil Craft-
Bamboo SEAT Leon) alongside him.

The first race will start tomorrow at 13:35 local time, with second one following at 15:35.

Qualifying 1: M1RA duo leads the field

The M1RA Honda Civic Type-R cars of Colciago and Tassi led the field in Q1, after an
exciting escalation of improving lap times that lasted throughout the twenty minutes.

Kajaia opened the hostilities with provisional fastest laps of 1:42.731 and 1:42.252; the
Georgian then had a further improvement (1:42.096) disallowed for trespassing track
limits. The same penalty hit several other drivers, namely Comini (three times), Oriola,
Ende and Tassi.

Colciago jumped to the top of the list a first time with a lap of 1:42.145, however he was
soon demoted to second by Ficza who completed two consecutive fastest laps: 1:42.137
and 1:42.080.

With only two minutes left Colciago responded and broke the 1:42.00 barrier, clocking an
impressive 1:41.777. In the dying seconds, Tassi (1:41.900) and Kajaia (1:41.968)
recovered second and third places respectively.

Also on his last lap, Altoé improved from 12" to 7™, while the Lukoil Craft-Bamboo trio of
Oriola, Nash and Valente filled the last three positions (10" to 12™) that gave them access
to Q2. Borkovi¢ was the first driver to miss the cut, as he was sidelined by a steering rack
failure.
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The following drivers advanced to Q2: Colciago, Tassi, Kajaia, Ficza, Vernay, Homola,
Altoe, Morbidelli, Comini, Oriola, Nash and Valente

Qualifying 2: Kajaia beats Tassi and Ficza

On his first quick lap, Oriola clocked a 1:42.150 that provisionally placed him on top of the
time sheet, but the Spaniard was soon demoted by the Hungarian duo of Tassi (1:41.286)
and Ficza (1:41.294).

With three minutes to go, Kajaia stopped the clock at 1:40.693, a new lap record for the
TCR cars at Rustavi International Motorpark, which meant pole position for the delighted
Alfa Romeo driver. Just before the end, Vernay and Colciago advanced to fourth and fifth.
Once again, several drivers - Nash, Valente and Altoé - had lap times disallowed for
infringing track limits, while Morbidelli went off and beached his car onto the gravel trap at
Turn 4.

What the fastest drivers said after Qualifying

Davit Kajaia (pole positionl: “It’'s an amazing feeling to be on pole and | am obviously very
proud to achieve my first pole here at home, in front of my fans and all the people who
support me. | really want to thank everybody in the team for their great work. The car
seemed to fly and the changes we made after free Practice 2 worked beautifully. | did not
expect such a gap, although | must say that | really put all my heart info my fast lap.”

Attila Tassi (second fastest): “/ am obviously happy of this second position, everything
went very well and honestly, | didn’t expect to be in first row, nor faster than my
experienced teammate Colciago.”

Ferenc Ficza (third fastest): “It has been an amazing start of the weekend and | am both
surprised and happy about my performances. | was already happy being here and part of
the TCR, so the good results are a bonus. In Q1, | did a couple of small mistakes, but still,
third fastest is great. And it’s nice to have two Hungarians in the top three.”

More quotes after the Qualifying session

Michela Cerruti, GE-Force / Romeo Ferraris: “I can’t describe what this pole means for the
whole team, after all the hard work we have put on this project. We couldn’t believe what
we were seeing on the screens and are, of course, very happy. We realized during the
TCR Middle East Series that we were heading upwards, after all the development work
done during the winter, but this exceeded any expectation. To clinch the pole here in
Georgia, the home of Davit and our sponsors, adds an emotional spin. It is so important
for our Georgian partners and the entire country... Davit has been simply fantastic. It is
true that he knows the track inside out, but still, he did a terrific job and gave everything he
had, despite all the pressure on his shoulders. | must admit he is impressing me in the way
he approaches things: he works a lot, listens and he’s able to improve all the time.”
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Jean-Karl Vernay (4™ fastest): “We have progressed well and | am happy with the car. In
Q2, it turned out that | had a broken bearing, which probably cost me a couple of tenths,
but even without it, | don’t think | could have done better than third. The Alfa seemed
unreachable...”

Mat'o Homola (12th fastest): “We progressed throughout the session and that was
promising, it means we are improving step by step. Unfortunately, Q2 wasn’t that good,
the changes we made were not effective. We still improved something, but less than our
competitors. We need to work more on the set-up, but it’s a good start, if we keep in mind
that this is my first real time with the Opel.”

Gianni Morbidelli (7th fastest): “I am very happy with the work done, we are progressing
and going in the right direction. Given that this is our first time with the Golf, being only one
tenth behind Vernay, who is our reference, is very positive. For sure, | could not have gone
faster today; | was at the limit and went even beyond once, when | lost the car in a
breaking point and finished in the gravel.”

Giacomo Altoé (10™ fastest): “It was a good session and | am happy with the result,
although | think we can and we have to improve the set-up. One of my lap times was
canceled because of track limits, but luckily, it wasn’t my best time. Starting in pole for
Race 2 is nice but also a big responsibility.”

Both races live on the web from Rustavi International Motopark
Fans will be able to follow live on the Internet both races of the TCR International Series

opening races from Rustavi International Motopark on www.tcr-series.com and www.tcr-
series.tv according to the following timetable.

Sunday, 13:23 (11:23 CET) — Race 1, timing and streaming
Sunday, 15:28 (13:28 CET) — Race 2, timing and streaming

(all times local, GMT +4)

2017 TCR International Series — calendar

2 April — Rustavi International Motopark, Georgia

16 April — Bahrain International Circuit (F1 event)

6 May — Circuit de Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium (WEC event)

14 May — Autodromo di Monza, ltaly (ELMS event)

11 June — Salzburgring, Austria

2 July — Hungaroring, Budapest (GT Open event)

9 July — Motorsport Arena Oschersleben, Germany (with ADAC TCR Germany)
3 September — Chang International Circuit, Buriram (with TCR Thailand)

8 October — Zhejiang International Circuit, China (with TCR China)

26 November — Yas Marina Circuit, Abu Dhabi (F1 event)
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TCR International Series 2017 Rounds 1&2

TCR

Combined Qualifying - Official Result

RIM (Rustavi Motorpark) 4.120 km
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Pos No. Name Car Team R1. Best Tm R2. Best Tm
1 16 Davit Kajaia Alfa Romeo Giulietta TCR GE-Force 1:41.968 1:40.693
2 9 Attila Tassi Honda Civic Type-R TCR M1RA 1:41.900 1:41.286
3 55 Ferenc Ficza SEAT Leon TCR Zele Racing 1:42.080 1:41.294
4 2 Jean-Karl Vernay Volkswagen Golf GTi TCR Leopard Racing Team WRT 1:42.212 1:41.607
5 5 Roberto Colciago Honda Civic Type-R TCR M1RA 1:41.777 1:41.637
6 Stefano Comini Audi RS3 LMS TCR Comtoyou Racing 1:42.595 1:41.723
7 10 Gianni Morbidelli Volkswagen Golf GTi TCR West Coast Racing 1:42.545 1:41.755
8 7 Hugo Valente SEAT Leon TCR Lukoil Craft-Bamboo Racing 1:42.766 1:41.997
9 74 Pepe Oriola SEAT Leon TCR Lukoil Craft-Bamboo Racing 1:42.642 1:42.011

10 21 Giacomo Altoe Volkswagen Golf GTi TCR West Coast Racing 1:42.515 1:42.234

11 54 James Nash SEAT Leon TCR Lukoil Craft-Bamboo Racing 1:42.763 1:42.337

12 70 Mat'o Homola Opel Astra TCR DG Sport Competition 1:42.463 1:42.373

13 62 Dusan Borkovic Alfa Romeo Giulietta TCR GE-Force 1:43.184

14 23 Pierre-Yves Corthals Opel Astra TCR DG Sport Comp?tition 1:43.367

15 18 Duncan Ende SEAT Leon TCR Icarus Motorsports 1:44.041

16 15 Shota Abkhazava Alfa Romeo Giulietta TCR GE-Force 1:45.003
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